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CAT 



££W OOK at the very funny looking ani- 
""^ mal r laughed Tom Cat. 
**Ha! Ha! Ha!" laughed his twin brother, 
Al E. Cat. "It's the funniest looking animal I 
have ever seen, but what is it?" 



»r 
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It -must be a phoodle !" exclaimed Tomf be- 



tween ehuckles. 

"There's no such thing as a phoodle!" re- 

l totted Al. 

"And there's no such thing as that!" yelled 

Tom, and both brothers began laughing as if 
it were the biggest ioke in the world. 



But poor little Mortimer Manx wasn t laugh- 
ing at all. He was blushing and almost crying, 
i He knew they were talking about him. It made 

to be called a "phoodle." Espe- 



awful 



.cially when there is no such thing as a phoodle. 
f "I'm not a phoodle!,** cried Mortimer, in his 



high pitched voice. "I'm a cat, just like you 



jarer 



* - 



» "Don't fib to usf" yelled Al E. Cat. "If 



v» 



jjrouYe a cat, where is your tail 

J "Sure where is your tail?** asked Tom. "Even 
a rabbit has got more tail than you've got." 

Poor Mortimer looked around behind him 

e 

and bhtshed some more for H was true that he 
had no tail. And he noticed that both Tom 
and Al had fine, long, splendid tails. 

Of course, back at home, the subject had 
never come up. All the members of the Manx 
family were without tails. It had never seemed 
to bother Mortimer's father. Mr. Manx, or hie 



mother. Mrs. Manx, 



# 



Manx eats are just as fine cats as any other 
family, but they are born without tails and 
they don't grow any tails. That's just the way 
nature arranged it, and nobody Hi the Manx 



family gives it a second thought. 



But Mortimer had left his family home and 
had come to the city to make his fortune. And 
now he was aware for the first time that he 
was different from some other cats. 

"I don't care what you say!" yelled Mor- 
timer, forcing back his tears. "I am a cat and 
not a rabbit or anything else." 

"What did you do, get your tail caught in 

4 

a lawn mower?" asked Tom. 



"Or did you have it hanging in the river 
when a snapping turtle came by?" asked Al. 

Mortimer patiently explained that he had 
been born without a tail and that it was the 
custom in his family. He also said that he was 
a stranger in the city and that he'd like to 
make friends, especially with Tom and Al. 

Tom started whispering to Al and they both 
chuckled, and then Tom said, "All right. You 
can be friends with* us. But we don't want to 
be seen chumming around with a phoodle 
so you'll have to have a tail." 

"But we can fix that up," declared AL "Our 
uncle is Omar the Wigmaker, and he makes 
wigs for all the bald cats and if we tell him 
you are our friend, he will make a false tail 
for you and nobody but us will even know 
that it's false."* 

So the three of them visited Uncle Omar 
and he made up a false tail for Mortimer. It 
was a good job and looked very much like a 
real tail. And Uncle Omar « fastened it onto 
Mortimer with some kind of glue and it didnt 

hurt a bit. 

Mortimer stood in front of a mirror, and 

looked at the tail and was mighty proud. It 
sure looked like a real tail. And he felt fit to 
associate with Tom and Al who slapped him 



ATOMIC RABBIT 
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on the back and complimented him and said, 
"It sure makes you handsome !" They winked 
at each other, but Mortimer didn't know why 
they were winking. 

Mortimer left the wigmaker's shop, walking 
proudly. He saw people staring at him and 



thought, "Ah-ha! They are all admiring my 



new, wonderful tail/' 

Then everybody began whooping and yelling 
and snickering and guffawing. They were 
pointing at Mortimer and saying, "Look at 
Droopy Tail!" And, "Look what the cat's 
dragging in!" Some of them made catcalls. 

Poor Mortimer began to run, looking for a 
place to hide, to get away from his tormentors. 
But the long tail dragged and bounced on the 
ground and was like^an anchor to him. He 
couldn't run fast at all. For Tom and Al had 
secretly filled the false tail with lead! 

He ducked into a dark alley to try to get 

away from the 



fi • • 



tormenters. Tom 



Al, the jokers, were close behind him. 

Now, although the kittens didn't know it, 
this was a very unfortunate alley for them 
to enter. Ratnose the Rodent, a nasty gangster, 
had set a row of three rat traps across the 
alley. He had them set so they would catch a 
cat's tatL 

As Mortimer ran through the dark passage 
he heard a sharp snap and was thrown to the 
ground. Seconds later he heard two more snaps 
and great cries of pain. The other traps had 

■ 

caught Tom and Al, and stung them, too, 
because their tails were reaL 

Tom and Al started yelling for help, but 
none of the other eats that had been laughing 

■ 

at the fake tail would come to help them be- 
cause they were all deadly afraid of Ratnose 
the Rodent. 

"Oooooh, we are goners P 



ned Tom* 




.* « ' « 



will get us stirc-P 



"Oooooh, he wilt get all three of 
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Al. "If I had my nine livfes to live over, I'd be 



a better cat! 



»» 



was 



busy. He got out his pocket knife, flipped open 
the sharpest blade, and cut off his tail. Since 
it was a false tail, it didn't hurt him when he 
cut it. T?hen he stepped quietly out of the alley. 
It was several seconds before Tom and Al 
realized he was gone. 

Al noticed first, exclaiming, "Look, Mor- 
timer's gone. Do you think he'll bring help?* 

"Huh?" said Tom. "No, of course not! He's 
undoubtedly glad we're in a jam. We laughed 
at him and caused him lots of trouble. Now's 
his chance to get even. Do you blame him?** 

"No, youVe right,* said Al. "I don't blame 
him if he hates us.** 

A shiver went through them as they heard 
a very nasty voice snarling, "Ho ! I have caught 
two fine cats in my rat traps. Heh-heh!" They 

recognised the voice as that of Ratnose the 



gangster. 



B 



/ 



UT a second later they heard wailing 



sirens and the police commissioner with 

twenty-seven . detectives poured into the alley 
from both ends. They surrounded Ratnose and 
captured him. They freed Tom and Al from 
the traps and a police surgeon gave them first 
aid. 

- 

"How did you know we were here?" asked 

Tom. 



"This little fellow told us," said the C 



«;m 



missioner, patting Mortimer Manx on the head 



"You boys should thank 
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He's a real palP 



Tom and Al were gratef uL They made a firm 

of anyone 




reso lve never again to make 

just because he might look different 

them. And they pal around with Mortimer 




!" waited 



Manx all the time now and the fthfee are very 
happy together, 
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You Can Draw Your Family, 

Friends, Anything From ._ 

REAL LIFE- Like An Artist... 
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Yti, anyone from 5 to 80 can draw or sketch or paint anything 
now. . . the very first time you use the "Magic Art Reproducer** 
like a professional artist — no matter how "hopeless" you think 
you are! An unlimited variety and amount of drawings cart be 
made. Art is admired and respected by everyone. Most hobbies 
are expensive, but drawing cost* very little, just some inexpensive 
peper. pencils, crayons, or paint. No costly upkeep, nothing to 
wear out, no parts to replace. It automatically reproduces any- 
thing you want to draw on any sheet of paper. Then easily and 
quickly follow the tines ©I the "picture image** with your pencil 
... and you have an accurate original drawing that anyone would 
think an artist had done. No guesswork, no judging sices and 
shapes! Reproduces black and white and actual colors for paintings. 

Also mokes deowtno forger or smeller os yoo wish. 

Anyone cW us* it on iMR board. etc.-Jndoo,. or out- 
•doors! Light and compact to be taken wherever you with. No 
other lessons or practice or talent needed ! You'll be proud to frame 
your original drawings for a more distinctive touch to your home. 
Give them to friends as gtfte that are ^different." appreciated. 

Hava faal to popular! Everyone will ask you to draw them. You'll 
be in demand! After a short time, you may find you east draw welt 
without the "]*«!* Art Reproducer** because you have developed a 
' knack and feeling artists have — which may lead to a good paying 
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FREE 10-DAY TRIAL COUPON 



NORTON PRODUCTS, Dept.CCGSW 
296 Broadway, Now York 7, N. Y. 

Ruth my -Magic Art Reproducer*" plus FRJEB fUuateetad guide 
"How to Emaity Draw ArtUtm' Mode/a," 1 will pay postmen on 
delivery only $1.08 plus postage. I must be convinced that I can 
draw anything like an artist, or I ceo return merchandise alter 
10-day trial and get my money back. 



N 
Addr 



Stote. 



City os Zone__ __ 

O Check here if you wish to save postage by sending only $1,98 
with coupon. Same Money Back Guarantee! 
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